Barbara Blake Blackwell
December 16, 1929 - April 19, 2020

Portland - Barbara Blake Blackwell passed away April 19, 2020 after several years of
declining health. The last of the Blake clan, her husband George finally came and took her
home to heaven.
Barbara was born December 16, 1929, in Quincy, MA, the youngest of Thomas C and
Theresa Drinan Blake’s 11 children. Around 1931, the Blake family business was lost due
to the Great Depression and the family moved to Cape Elizabeth, Maine. In 1940, the
family moved to North Road in Yarmouth. She loved to tell stories of growing up in a large
family during the Depression and WWII years. She attended Cape Elizabeth and
Yarmouth schools graduating from North Yarmouth Academy in 1947. It was there that
she met George Blackwell, the ‘best looking guy in school’ and they married on August
20,1949. For a brief time they lived in Yarmouth then moved to the Deering section of
Portland around 1954 where she lived for 64 years. Her husband died unexpectedly in
1962. Needing to support her daughter, she sought work with meaning and returned to
school, graduating from The Maine School of Practical Nursing (now SMCC) in 1965. As
an LPN she worked at MMC for 5 years and then for 25 years at Vaughn Street Medical
Associates, now InterMed, primarily for Dr. Louis Bove, retiring in 1994.
During retirement she traveled the Western US, the Caribbean, the UK and Ireland. She
was a long time member of St Joseph’s Church, Women’s Sodality, Legion of Mary and
Mother’s Club. She enjoyed artwork, created many paintings, trips to the ocean, her
home, ’The Club Girls,' ‘Blackwell Ladies’ Luncheons’ and being with friends. Family was
paramount and she loved visiting with and hearing from her grandchildren, her siblings,
nieces and nephews whom she loved so much. She provided a shoulder or lent an ear to
those who needed it. She had much humor, wit and a great repertoire of songs and old
sayings.
In addition to her husband, George, she was predeceased by 3 brothers: Thomas, John,
and Joseph Blake and 7 sisters: Mary Brown, Martha Greeley, Theresa O’Boyle, Helen
Blake, Elizabeth Soule, Mildred Sweetser and Anne(Nancy) Doyle, and several nieces
and nephews.
She is survived by her daughter Judith Blackwell Smith and husband Robert; 2 grandsons,
Matthew Smith and partner Holly Woodman, Andrew Smith and husband Nicholas Gill,

and granddaughter Stephanie Smith; 2 great grandchildren Anna and Landon (Matthew);
sisters-in-law Nancy Blackwell Faatz (Wright) and Joanne Blackwell Conley (David) and
many nieces and nephews.
We would like to thank everyone at Barron Center I and II for their professional, loving
care given to Barbara. You made her journey better.
A memorial service will be held at a later date when we can all gather together again. In
lieu of flowers, please send memorial donations to The Barron Center 1145 Brighton Ave
Portland, ME 04102.

Comments

“

Oh my Goodness...I love this picture of her!! I worked with Barbara at Internal
Medicine Associates in the late 80's, early 90's. I was Dr. Whitney's nurse... oh what
ABSOLUTE amazing memories and the shenanigans we got into!! She and I were
NOT morning people and dear Ginny was the epitome of a morning person, taking
walks on the beach and playing cribbage before coming into work! Drove us
CRAZY!! But we all loved each other so much! She would see me racing down
Brighton Ave in the morning and would call me Pac Man! I am so sad that it has been
WAY TOO long since I have seen or spoken to her. I actually still have a set of
gorgeous plates/china she gave me that are a treasured possession! I'll never forget
she had one patient who would call and just talk and talk and talk. She would put the
phone down on her desk and go pull a file, or take someones blood pressure, come
back, pick up the phone and say "uh huh" and put it back down and do something
else! Oh my Goodness, how we would laugh!!
I still have Christmas ornaments she made out of walnut shells! one is a "basket" of
balls of yarn and the other is a mouse tucked into the shell, doing aqua aerobics at
the Y, trips out to Peaks Island after work... So many amazing memories of a TRULY
amazing woman..... I love her and knowing she is not here, this world is a sadder
place without her in it..... She talked endlessly about you Judy, and "the boys". She
loved you all so much! as you know....My thoughts and condolences to you, Judy,
Mathew and Andrew and your families.... Big, big hugs......

Kim Dijkhoff - April 30, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

I joined the Blaisdell/Bove/Saunders group for a short time in the 1960's, and I
remember Barbara well. Such a kind and pleasant woman, she was a tribute to the
nursing profession and a great help to all in the office.
Sumner Moulton, MD

S. Moulton - April 28, 2020 at 03:55 PM

