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Gorham- Alma Newell, 77, beloved mother, aunt and friend, passed away peacefully
surrounded by family on January 18, 2019 in Portland. Alma was born in Augusta, Maine
on May 16, 1941, the daughter of Theodore and Carolyn (Crosby) Harvey. She grew up in
Auburn, and attended Auburn schools. While at Edward Little High School she played the
oboe in the marching band, and graduated in 1959. After living in Westerville, Ohio for a
year with her sister Carlene and husband Robert Estes Sr., she returned to Maine to
marry Barry Newell in December 1964. Alma and Barry settled in Gorham in 1966 where
she raised her daughter, Donna. Alma began her career at Gorham State Teachers
College in the Head Start program, which was later renamed The Child and Family
Institute. In 1988 she took a position with the Small Business Development Center on the
University of Maine’s Portland campus. Her career advanced to the position of Associate
State Director where her responsibilities included grant writing and tracking the funding of
grants and contracts. She was known to be meticulous in accounting for the expenditures
and knowing where every dime was spent. She retired in 2008.
Throughout her working years, Alma attended classes on a part time basis, originally
majoring in fine arts. She was quite creative and particularly loved sketching with pencil
and charcoal, painting with water colors as well as weaving. After many years and
changing her major, she achieved her long-term goal, earning her Bachelor’s degree in
Business in 1986.
Alma was a dedicated long-term member of the First Church of Christ, Scientist in
Portland and Boston. At her local church she served on several committees and in many
capacities, including serving as treasurer, reader, Sunday School teacher and most
recently as a volunteer in the Reading Room.
Alma enjoyed learning and after retirement, she took several classes at USM’s Senior
College. She also enjoyed travelling. She had many favorite memories of road trips with

her sister, Carlene and husband Robert, and brother Gordon to Acadia, Bryce and Zion
National Parks, Campobello Island, Washington DC, St. Louis, MO, and California and
day trips to the mountains of NH to see the fall foliage and beautiful waterfalls. Beyond
traveling, she enjoyed cribbage, reading, sewing and knitting. She knit many sweaters,
scarfs, hats and mittens for family and friends over the years.
She is predeceased by her husband Barry, her sister Carlene and brother Gordon.
She is survived by her daughter Donna Buyze and husband Stephen of Portland;
brothers-in-law Robert Estes Sr. and wife Lois of Kimberling City, MO, and Jeff Newell and
wife Jo Ann of Durham, ME; nieces Carolyn Bumatay and husband Randy of Palos
Verdes, CA, and Caryn Bach and husband Brian of Milford, CT; nephews Robert Estes Jr.
and wife Shari of Sidney, ME, Richard Estes and wife Margueritta of Erie, PA, and Evan
Newell and wife Krista of Syracuse, NY; and 14 grandnieces and nephews.
At Alma’s request, a private family memorial service will be held at a later date.
Arrangements are under the care of the Westbrook Chapel of Dolby, Blais & Segee.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Alma’s memory can be made to:
Camps Newfound and Owatonna
4 Camp Newfound Road
Harrison, Maine 04040
OR
Maine Veteran’s Home
Attention: Rita Dube
290 US Route 1
Scarborough, ME 04074

Comments

“

You were an amazing neighbor and friend for the 7 years we lived across the street.
We enjoyed visiting at Christmas time with goodies each year, and even after we
moved. We will miss your warmth and kindness- like when you gave my family the
keys to your house when our home was damaged in a storm for “anything you may
need.” Rest easy <3
Love,
The Keith Family

Ashley Lamkin - February 15 at 11:29 AM

“

Gone to Glory, an incredibly hard working soul: always kind; always the consummate
professional; always the beautiful person inside and out. God bless Alma; Peace be
with you friend! You were and are the best humanity has to offer...

John Massaua - January 30 at 10:17 AM

“

Love to Alma's family. I loved working with Alma at the University - she was a bright
light in a pretty dreary world sometimes.
Lynn Rollins

Lynn Rollins - January 28 at 02:40 PM

“

Alma was a dear friend. We often enjoyed lunch and visiting together. We attended
many theater productions and this past summer we had season tickets to the
Brunswick Music Theater. I know she enjoyed all the shows and I’m glad we had the
chance to share that experience.
I’m grateful that I was able to visit her frequently when she moved to The Cedars
recently.
Alma was a dear loving friend and I will miss her.
Helene Quint

Helene Quint - January 27 at 03:19 PM

“

I grew up with Alma from first grade to Edward Little graduation. Her Dad always
gave us rides to Webster junior high at noontime. It was a relief not to walk up Goff
Hill every day! Alma was always the sweetest one in our group of me, Bayna and
Sarah. She will be remembered as a talented, artistic and friendly person who always
had a good word to say about everyone. I will always remember our times together.
God Bless!
Diane Afes Smith

Diane AfesSmith - January 26 at 09:42 PM

